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He  nodded.    " How beautiful it  was,  my son 1   What
lighty giants lived once upon a time! "
" Did you see those giants ? " I asked timorously.
Kalarba shook his head.    " No, but I still could hear the
:ho of their footfalls;   catch a glimpse of their wavering
ladows.   Now all is dead/'

" Have you been since the beginning of time, O Father
: Fathers ? "

"What is time, my son? Where is.its beginning, where
its middle, where is its end ? Since I have been, generations
: men and apes have breathed and died. All the people
tat you know are children of my children of my children
: my children in an endless row like' trees' bt a forest. I
rget the beginning, my son/'
I shuddered with awe.

" Kotikokura, I have waited for you, for a son of mine
10 like myself bore the sign of the Great Ape.   Now perhaps
ne will have an end/' he said wearily.
For a long while he added nothing.    I dared not ask the
ultitudinous questions which galloped to my mouth.
" Kotikokura/' he said finally, " leave me now.   I must
alone.    I must consult with the Great Ape of the Skies,
shall call you when all things are ripe/'
I seated myself upon one of the stone coffins, and whistled
;une.